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2024 was a decadal 
high for the number of 
people experiencing 
homelessness 
recorded on a given 
night. 

Source: Clark County Social Services



People experiencing 
homelessness, 
especially unsheltered 
homelessness, are at 
the forefront of 
environmental risks. 

Source: Southern Nevada Health District



Local community and government relationships
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More than 80% of areas with encampments and hotspots 
already experience above average hot days in the summer. 



53 of the same areas that 
experience above average 
hot days also experience 
above average hot nights 
in the summer.



As the number of 
100°F days 
increases beyond 
summer, unequal 
heat exposure 
persists in areas 
with encampments 
and hotspots.



The primary county-level 
heat adaptation strategy 
is the activation of 
cooling stations when an 
excessive heat warning 
is issued.



Excessive heat 
warnings are 
projected to be 
issued 7x more 
frequently in 
2080 compared 
to 2010. 



In addition to heat risk, people 
experiencing homelessness 
who live in tunnels are 
exposed to flood risk presently 
and in the future. 



Through working with people 
who have experienced or are 
currently experiencing 
homelessness and integrating 
their knowledge into climate 
and environmental metrics, 
science can center people to 
support local change.



Being in community and showing up outside of research 
builds trust and depth in working relationships.



Paths for future work

● Survey heat and flooding experiences of people experiencing 
unsheltered homelessness

● Map Nevada Homeless Alliance Project Connect Events and 
census-level Point-in-Time Count with climate risks 

● Assess cold weather risk in Las Vegas Valley 

● Explore seasonal migration of people experiencing homelessness 
between Reno and Las Vegas



According to the Center 
for Disease Control Social 
Vulnerability Index, 64 out 
of 77 census tracts with 
encampments and 
hotspots have high social 
vulnerability. 


